The genus Drypetes belonging to the family Euphorbiaceae, globally comprises about 200 species of which 15 are in India (Santapau & Henry 1984) . Drypetes roxburghii, a native of India, Sri Lanka and South East Asia, commonly occurs throughout the southern Western Ghats, growing in the remnants of the evergreen forests of Shivamogga District in Karnataka State found infected with black mildew fungus. Microscopic examination of the infected fungus revealed that it is hitherto undescribed species of the genus Asterina, hence the description.
Asterina drypetigena sp. nov.
( Fig. 1 Petrak & Cifferi 1932) . However, Asterina drypetigena sp. nov. differs from the former species in having entire appressoria and smaller ascospores (15-20x8-10 µm vs 28-31x10-12 µm) and from the latter taxon in having distinctly smaller ascospores (15-20x8-10 µm vs 30-38x14-18 µm).
Etymology: Named after the host genus.
